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Read the following passage and answer the following:
My brothers,
I stand before you today with a hear overflowing with grief. You are fully aware of the events that are going on
and understand their import. We have been trying to do our best to cope with the situation,. And yet, unfortunately,
the streets of Dhaka, Chittagong, Khulna, Rajshahi and Rangpur are awash with the blood of our brothers. The
people of Bengal now want to be free, the people of Bengal now want to live, and the people of Bengal now want
their rights.
What have we done that was wrong? After the elections, the people of Bangladesh voted as one for me, for the
Awami League. We were to sit in the National Assembly, draft a constitution for ourselves there, and build our
country’’ the people of this land would thereby get economic, political, and cultural freedom. But it is with regret
that I have to report to you today that we have passed through twenty-three tragic years Bengal’s history of those
years is full of stories of torture inflicted on our people, of bloodshed by them repeatedly. Twenty-three years of a
history of men and women in agony!
The history of Bengal is the history of a people who have repeatedly made their highways crimson with their
blood. We shed blood in 1952; even though we were the victors in the elections of 1954 we could not form a
government then. In 1958 Ayub Khan declared Martial Law to enslave us for the next ten years. In 1966 when we
launched the six point movement our boys were shot dead on 7 June. When after the movement of 1969 Ayub
Khan fell from power and Yahya Khan assumed the reins of the government he declared that he would give us a
constitution and restore democracy; we listened to him then. A lot has happened since and elections have taken
place.
I have made President Yahya Khan, I’ve made a request to him not only on behalf of Bengal but also as the leader
of the party which has the majority in Pakistan; I said to him, “You must hold the session of the National
Assembly on 15 January.” But he did not listen to me. He listened to Mr. Bhutto instead. At first he said that the
meeting would take place in the first week of March. We said, “Fine, we will be taking our seats in the Assembly
then.” I said we will carry out our discussions in the Assembly. I went so far as to say that if anyone came up with
an offer that was just, even though we were in the majority we would agree to that offer.
1. Based on your reading of the passage, make short notes in each of the boxes in the flow-chart
showing the special features of the historic 7th March speech of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. (No. 1 has been done for you)
2 × 5 = 10
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2. Write down the theme of the following poem (not more than 50 words): —
Blow, blow, thou winter wind,
Thou art not so unkind
As man's ingratitude;
Thy tooth is not so keen,
Because thou art not seen,
Although thy breath be rude.
Heigh-ho! sing heigh-ho! unto the green holly;
Most friendship is feigning, most loving mere folly:
Then heigh-ho, the holly!
This life is most jolly.
Freeze, freeze, thou bitter sky,
That does not bite so nigh
As benefits forgot:
Though thou the waters warp,
Thy sting is not so sharp
As friend .remembered not.
Heigh-ho! sing heigh-ho! unto the green holly…
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